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Gearing up for the Groton Road Race

Next Meeting

This month’s meeting will be
held 7:30 PM on May 21 2026
at the Pepperell Community
Center at 4 Hollis Street in
Pepperell Massachusetts.

Our guest speaker will be Phil
WIPIJE. Phil will be discussing
the HamSCI program.

Weekly 2-meter Net

The NVARC Information Net is
held Monday nights at 7:30PM
local time on the
2m NIMNX repeater —
147.345MHz+100pL.

An informal net on 28.400(+/-)
may follow the VHF net.



President’s Corner
Les NISV

On May 2nd we held a POTA event at the Nashua, Squannacook, and
Nissitissit National Wild and Scenic River site (US-8014, MA). This
site is next to the covered bridge in Pepperell. The following members
set up stations and operated John KK 1X, Bruce, K1BG, Les, N1SV, &
Paul, KC1YMR. There were also a number of other members who
stopped as well as some students from Bruce’s license class. It was a
great success, and I look forward to continuing this 1st Saturday of the
month event throughout the summer. The next activation will be on
June 6th at approximately 9:30 AM at a location yet to be announced.
Like Field Day, this is another great opportunity for some of our newer
licensees to learn how to assemble and operate a basic HF station.
Please reach out if you have any questions as we would like to see
greater participation in this event in the future.

Bruce, K1BG recently concluded another successful license class at the
Grady Research building. On May 4th thirteen students passed either
their Technician or General class exam. This exam session was the first
paperless one that we held and there were a few glitches that I’'m sure
we’ll learn from. At this month’s board meeting I appointed Bruce,
K1BG as Membership Chairman. In this capacity he will continue to
recruit new members and prospective amateur radio operators. Bruce
has done a great job holding license classes, creating GMRS mass
mailings, and direct mailings to new licensees in our area.

On May 3rd Ralph, KD1SM along with some of our other members
helped to provide communications for the Groton Road race. This
annual event showcases the community service aspect of our hobby to

the public. Ralph reports that there were H

approximately sixteen amateur radio operators A DIO
helping out and that the race organizers were OUTLET
very appreciative of the group’s effort. ———

. . . 224 N Broadway STE D12 | Salem, NH 03079
Thanks to Ralph for coordinating this. Tel: 603-898-3750 | Fax: 603-808-1041
www.hamradio.com
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President’s Corner
Les NISV

Zack, KC1VUY, this year’s Field Day coordinator, has been working
diligently at planning for our participation in Field Day which is the
weekend of June 27-28. We again will be setting up at the Heald Street
Orchard in Pepperell. We plan on operating in the 2A category (2 HF
stations operating from non-commercial power) along with a VHF and
Get-On-The-Air (GOTA) stations. We are also trying to get a volunteer to
set up a satellite station and try to make some contacts. If you would like
to help out with any aspect of Field Day, please reach out to Zack at
zacharyharrison018@gmail.com.

This month’s guest speaker will be Phil, WIPJE who will be discussing
the HamSCI program and some of its activities (https://hamsci.org/). In
June we will dedicate our meeting to Field Day in order to provide
members with final preparations and to introduce new members to the
event and some of the antennas and equipment we use.

Recently I attended the 49th annual Eastern VHF/UHF/Microwave
conference in Windsor, CT. This three-day event included numerous
technical presentations on Friday and Saturday concluding with a flea
market on Sunday morning. The flea market was held at the Vintage
Radio & Communications Museum in Windsor, CT. The museum has a
fascinating collection of early Telegraph, Radio, Television, and
commercial broadcast equipment. There is also a working amateur radio
station including satellite capability that you can operate if you bring your
license. Here is the museum’s webpage https:// www.vremct.org/ . The
museum is about a two-hour drive from the Pepperell community

center. Would anyone be interested in getting a group together for a
guided tour some Saturday morning after breakfast? I always enjoy
taking a break from the flea market to see some of the exhibits at the
museum but have never had the time to see it in its entirety.



Treasurer’s Report
Ralph KDISM

Income for April was $60.50 in membership fees. Expenses were $1.36
in PayPal fees and $97.50 for mailings leaving a net expense of $38.36
for the month.

Current balances:

General fund $3,948.73
Community fund $7,243.25

As of 7 May we have 74 members who are current with their
dues. NVARC dues are still a bargain at just $15/year.

To pay membership dues via PayPal see the instructions in
https://nInc.org/membership/

If you are in doubt about your dues status please send me (Ralph) an
email and I will be happy to answer your questions.

If you are joining ARRL or renewing your membership please note
ARRL's instructions to enter your NVARC membership information.
As a Special Service Club, the ARRL expects a majority of Club
members to also be ARRL members and will send a portion of your
new or renewal ARRL membership fee back to the Club. Contact me
(Ralph) for further information if you need fit.

Board Meeting Report 7 May 2026
John K1JEB

Attendees: Les N1SV, Jim N8VIM, John KK 1X, John K1JEB, Dan
NINWE, Ralph KDISM, Steve NAIT, Bruce KIBG and Zack KC1VUY.


https://n1nc.org/membership/

Ralph KD1SM presented his report and requested to pay PO Box
annually v. semi-annually for convenience. The club’s insurance will
also be up for renewal.

A conversation regarding members in arrears resolved to a policy of: A
club member delinquent beyond a year will be so advised. If dues are
not made current, the member will be removed from the roster and the

reflector. (insofar as our meeting are open, they may certainly attend -
Ed)

John KK 1X will remain interim website manager. If anyone wants to
add content may ask John KK1X or Bruce K1BG for access. WordPress
is the web site foundation. Dan NINWE volunteered to add some
content to the website.

Jim N8VIM reported that the YouTube videos recorded in the last 2
meetings had no audio. He is working on a fix.

Zack KCIVUY will be adding Field Day information on social media,
and has arranged a porta-let.

Jim N8VIM is working on getting the 6-meter repeater updated.

K1JEB proposed that the club offers during the summer Hands On
Classes on antenna building and design.

Bruce K1BG completed the Technician Class with 13 students out of 18
passing their License Exams.

Ralph KD1SM summarized the successful Groton Road Race. There
were 16 volunteers. John KK1X acted as NCS. NVARC has supported
this event for 33 years now.

John KK1X reported that the POTA gathering for this month had 4
participants and was fun for all. The next POTA session will be 1st
Saturday in June.
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2026 Groton Road Race

On May 3, 2026, several members of NVARC, as well as a number of
hams from surrounding communities (one as far as Leicester!) came out
to provide communications for the annual running of the Groton Road
Race, sponsored by the Squannacook Runners. (There were 16 hams on
the “Thank You” email.) The Club has been supporting this event for 33
years as of this running.

The 0900 police briefing brings in a lot of people. Well, there are
sandwiches... Not all of the folks in green are police, but I think the
term we’re looking for is “large police presence”.

Huge tip of the hat to Ralph KD1SM, who coordinates this every year!


https://sqrr.org/

NVARC'’s First POTA Adventure

As mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, NVARC as a club went out
for an activation after breakfast at Tiny’s just the day before the Groton
Road Race. It was a busy weekend for the club! I’ve asked folks to write

a little bit about their experiences that day...
-Ed.

Les, N1SV writes:

I used a 30m HamStick with a magnetic mount on the roof of my
truck and set up an IC-7300 on the tailgate. I used a laptop with a
GPS running WSJT-X. A little Honda generator powered everything.
For the most part everything seemed to work well although the
antenna VSWR was a little touchy requiring careful placement of the
coaxial cable. I had modified the magnetic mount adding a
counterpoise which helped. I think I made about (12) contacts via
FT8 in a couple of hours of casual operating.

This was my first POTA attempt, so I’'m sure | made some mistakes
but learned a lot. With 20m being so popular with multiple operators
at the same location, 30m was a good choice to reduce potential
interference to / from others. I now have a Lipo battery so I can ditch
the generator making things simpler. I liked the mast Paul, KC1YMR
uses with his EFHW antenna. 1’d like to experiment with a 30m
version mounted on a mast. I look forward to our next POTA event in
June.

DX QSL Cards to ARRL Outgoing Bureau

One of the benefits of NVARC membership is that once a year the club
sends a package of QSL cards for DX contacts to the ARRL for
shipment overseas. NVARC pays the fee and cost of mailing. Rod,
WAITAC, is collecting cards now for a shipment. Cards should be
sorted in the proper order and proof of ARRL
membership (QST mailing label w/callsign or
similar proof) is required. Bring cards to the
May meeting.
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NVARC'’s First POTA Adventure

John KK1X opines:

I’m not sure I was much help, really. I,
too, used a mag-mount Hamstick-esque |
antenna. They aren’t terribly efficient, but |
they do work and they are easy to set up.
I was using FT8 from the passenger seat
of my car, and mostly had my activation
(10 contacts minimum) wrapped up
before the others go on the air (or showed
up). Few came over to check out my
portable operation. I stayed a while to
help set up Bruce’s station, but there was
more than enough help. Once everybody
was underway, I left to do another
activation at J Harry Rich State Forest in
Groton.

Paul KC1YMR writes:

Going in to this I figured this would be a pretty easy POTA. I have done
several POTAs before and set up stations in far worse conditions so I did not
think this would be much of a challenge. As such I spent a lot of time
talking to other operators and helping others get their rigs set up. When |
finally got set up I started immediately having issues, I was operating FT8
using my QMX+ with an end fed halfwave on a 20ft mast. Right away |
started having trouble with my computer losing connection to the radio as
soon as [ started transmitting. After much troubleshooting, resetting and
reconnecting everything I figured out that my lack of choke ferrites on my
coax coupled with everything sitting on the steel trunk lid of my car was
causing interference and wiping out the connection to my laptop. At that
point everyone else was pretty much done operating and I did not feel like
hanging around to finish up. The real lesson that I learned here is that no
matter how confident you feel in anything particular in amateur radio there
are always new things to learn and new experiences to have. I came away
from this event having learned several new things from both my own
mistakes and also many great conversations with fellow hams. I look
forward to many more NVARC POTA days!
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NVARC'’s First POTA Adventure

Bruce K1BG reports from the front lines:

On Saturday, May 2nd, a group of club members and others participated
in NVARC’s second POTA (Parks On The Air) adventure. We lit up
“US-8014 Nashua, Squannacook, and Nissitissit National Wild and
Scenic River” from the Prudence Wright Overlook parking area adjacent
to the Pepperell Covered Bridge and the Nashua River in Pepperell.
Many club members and students from the recent technician class were
present.

For all of you unfamiliar with POTA, have a look at: Parks On The Auir.

NVARC has several club members who set up stations that day. My
station consisted of an ICOM IC-746Pro, an ICOM AH-2 antenna tuner, a
random length wire antenna, and a lead acid battery for power. It all sat
atop a fold up table pitched at the back of my SUV.

Set-up was quick. I launched a puck from a spud gun and raised the wire.
My activity was “spotted” on the POTA website, and we were off! A
total of 15 contacts were made, 11 on SSB and 4 on CW. The farthest
contact was with AC5LC in Texas. We made contacts on 40 and 15
meters. After an hour or so, after making a few contacts and answering
many questions, we called it a day! That was fun...

That afternoon I uploaded my .ADIF log file to the POTA website in
order to get credit for the activation, and to assign credit to the operators
who contacted us.

Our next NVARC POTA day is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, June
6th. Who wants to pick where it will be? Have a look at the POTA
website and make a suggestion!


http://pota.app/

Book Review
John KK1X

It’s pretty well known that I operate away from o
the house a lot. In 2024 I set a goal to make 500 SALTTWALTS
contacts a month for the year, and succeeded, with PURT A B “E

ANTENNA

over 7000 contact for the year.

I have been following Walt K40GO for a number HHLHBUM
of years on his YouTube channel. I’'m retired now '
and i1t’s much more fun to watch Walt set up a

new antenna on the beach than it is to watch the
news most days. When he announced his first book, I went out

straightaway and purchased it.

The official title of the book is Salty Walt’s Portable Antenna

Sketchbook, published by ARRL’s press arm, and is available at HRO
as well as the League’s online store.

Walt’s book is rather reminiscent of the old TTL design handbooks
from Radio Shack, all graph paper and drawn annotations. Whether
done by hand or machine, all drawings are cleanly presented with
unambiguous labling.

There are twelve chapters on vertical antennas, most of which employ
ground radials (or a wire in the ocean, Walt is quick to point out). The
first chapter describes different geological considerations for
grounding, and he goes on to describe quarter wave, half wave,
random wire, and even vertical dipoles that don’t need radials.

Subsequent chapters cover traditional dipoles and horizontal EFHW s,
as well as the Delta Loop and a Vertical Square Loop.

As I’ve watch Walt’s videos over the years, I’ve made a number of the
antennas he’s presented, including the Rybakov and the Coastal 20.
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https://www.youtube.com/@COASTALWAVESWIRES

Book Review
John KK1X

I’ve written about some of these antennas in prior editions of the Signal
over the 2023-2025 time frame. | used a lot of these antennas in various
POTA adventures.

The author was brave enough to answer the question “How many radials
do you need?”’. Rather than simply providing an answer for the proper
number of radials, he borrowed a table (with permission, I assume!)
from a December 1976 QST Article “Optimum Ground Systems for
Vertical Antennas” by John Stanley K4ERO (still good in QRZ). This
table defines proper radial lengths, power loss and feedpoint impedance
for various counts of radials.

Walt covers all of the little antenna bits you’ll need to assemble some of
these gems — BNC banana jacks, baluns, ununs, and extensible
fiberglass poles for support. Walt has devised a helpful mast support out
of PVC that he can simply drive into the sand. (Yes, sand. He’s in
Virginia. They have sand there. I know.) For many of the antennas he
includes variations that can be tried, especially for the vertical “random”
wire examples, where any of a number of non-resonant lengths may be
tried, up through about 41 feet — beyond that supporting the wire is more
difficult.

In addition to a great love of antennas, Walt has a great love of seafood,
which make sense. He grew up on the coast, and lives near the Virginia
coast.

A good portion of this book is taken up by seafood restaurant reviews,
from Hawai’i to Rhode Island, with many stops in between. I agree with
him that Iggy’s in Warwick RI 1s a great place to eat. [ haven’t operated
on their beach, though.

In all, a pretty good book. Walt is dropping a new book at Dayton this
year. I’'m looking forward to it.
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SOTA Report: Conquering the Owl’s Head Slog
Tim KB1ZVR

While spring may have reached the valleys, winter is still holding
a firm grip on the White Mountains. On May 11th, I set out to
activate Owl’s Head (W1/HA-092)—a summit known more for its
grueling distance and "slog" status than its views. This was a
significant goal for me, as the peak had only been activated eight
times previously, with the most recent being almost exactly 1 year
prior.

The Approach: Bushwhacks and Swollen Brooks

Knowing that Lincoln Brook was reportedly impassable due to the
spring melt and rain over the weekend, I opted for a more creative
route from the Lincoln Woods Trailhead. I utilized the Black Pond
Bushwhack and the Brutus Bushwhack to reach the summit. The
conditions were decidedly wintry, with light snowfall dusting the
trail both days.

The river crossings were the true "hairy" moments of the trip.
Several sections of Franconia Brook near 13 Falls were heavily
swollen with rushing meltwater. At ~300 pounds with a full pack,
rock hopping a river isn't exactly a graceful affair, and I found
myself scouting off-trail more than once to find a crossing that
wouldn't result in a very cold, very wet afternoon.

Activation: W1/HA-092

I reached the summit and deployed my Xiegu X6100 and EFHW
antenna. Given the wooded nature of Owl's Head, I used my
carbon fiber mast to string the antenna directly over the trail to
the summit. Most hikers passed by completely unaware of the
wire overhead, though I did have a wonderful conversation with
one hiker who caught me setting up. We discussed the nuances of
SOTA "activation zones" versus AMC summit rules—she
seemed genuinely impressed that anyone would haul a radio,
battery, and mast up the infamously steep slide of Owl’s Head.
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SOTA Report

The bands were cooperative enough; I logged 4 QSOs on FT8 within 30
minutes. During the hike I tried running APRS, mainly so my XYL could
track my progress, but deep wilderness meant my signal didn't find a
gateway so tracking didn’t happen, but the X6100 performed flawlessly
once set up.

A Treacherous Descent and a Cold Night

After the activation, I descended the steep Owl’s Head path and pushed
through the 4.1 miles to 13 Falls for an overnight stay. The trail
conditions were, in a word, atrocious. Between massive blowdowns,
lingering snow, and occasional post-holing, it was a test of endurance
taking me nearly 5 hours.

Though the overnight forecast had called for mid-40s, the temperature
plummeted well below freezing overnight. Conditions can, and often do,
turn quickly in the White Mountain so I packed a fair amount of
contingency gear. This foresight paid off, as I had no issues dealing with
the change 1n weather. Others weren't so lucky that night; I later learned
that NH SAR had to rescue several unprepared hikers from Mount
Lafayette during that same cold snap.

Final Stats

I returned to the Lincoln Woods Trailhead the following day, tired but

successful. This trip marked only the 9th activation ever for Owl’s Head.

«  Total Miles: ~22 miles and over 4,800’ up and down

* QSOs: 4 (FT8)

«  Conditions: Snow, ice, and swollen river crossings.

Lessons Learned: Always pack your batteries deep when the Whites
are involved—forecasts are just suggestions!
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SOTA Report
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Tim’s contacts from Owl’s Head

YOU WONT HAVE To WORRY ABOUT
GAS PRICES OR ELECTRICITY PRICES
WITH OUR NEW PULLBACK DRIVE MODEL.

AT THE FACTORY, WE PUT THE CAR ON
THE GROUND AND Tou IT ALL THE LAY
BACKWARD UNTIL IT STARTS CLICKING.

|.
To DRIVE FORWARD YOU JUsT
RELEASE THE BRAKE AND IT GOES.

https://imgs.xkcd.com/comics/pullback drive.png
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Operating Opportunity

This could be an opportunity for some of the newer hams to get
some time on the air. — Ed.

Starting with the first World Cup match in Mexico City on June 11th, amateur radio is
carrying the ball for soccer in a big way. Teams of operators will be calling CQ in 16 host
cities throughout North America. As players from around the world compete in the
stadiums, teams of hams will be looking for contacts during this “Football/Futbol on the
Air” special event.

The tournament kicks off with the first match in Mexico City on June 11. The final match
will take place in the NY/NJ host stadium on July 19th. The amateur radio event coincides
with those dates, beginning at 0000 UTC on June 11, ending at 2359 on July 19th. Find
additional details on the website http://www.wc2026ses.org or email info@wc2026ses.org
for more details.

The host cities, like the teams, are truly international: three are in Mexico, two in Canada,
and the remaining eleven are in the US. Operators are needed to call CQ in the Boston host
city as W1C on the dates of the matches.

To volunteer, please use this link: https://b4h.net/ops4dwc26.php  Be sure to select
"Boston" as your city.

Hams will be active, generating excitement and support for this 23rd edition of the
tournament. There’s another reason to celebrate: A roster of 48 teams from around the
world means that this event has the most teams of any such international tournament to
date.

Many of the stations will be using 1x1 callsigns, operating CW, SSB and the digital modes
on HF as band conditions allow. Others will have longer special-event callsigns that can be
found on the website, along with a full-color display of the various QSL cards that are
available. Each one of these QSL cards is highly collectible and available upon request after
a successful contact. There will also be a wildcard “bonus” station.

A downloadable multi-city certificate will be available with endorsements at various
levels.
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Nashoba Valley Amateur Radio Club
PO Box 900
Pepperell MA 01463-0900
https://nilnc.org

President: Les Peters N1SV
Vice President: Don Campbell NINWE
Secretary: John Bielefeld K1JEB
Treasurer: Ralph Swick KD1SM

Board Members:
Jim Hein N8VIM (2024-2027)
Steve Davidson NAIT (2025-2028)
John Griswold KK1X (2024-2029)

NINC Trustee: Bruce Blain K1BG

Join NVARC! Annual dues are
$15 individual, $20 family

Contact us on the NIMNX repeater:
442.900(+) PL100
147.345(+) PL100

53.890(-) PL100

This newsletter is published monthly. Submissions,
corrections, and inquiries should be sent to

editor@nlnc.org
to reach the newsletter editor.

Editor: John Griswold KK1X
(C)2026 NVARC
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