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President’s Corner
Les NISV

Field Day is almost here, are you ready to have some fun? Make sure
you’ve cleared your calendar for the weekend of June 27th & 28th. We will
again be setting up at the Heald Street Orchard in Pepperell Saturday
morning, come one come all. As they say, many hands make light work. I
know our Field Day Coordinator Zach, KC1VUY has been hard at work
planning for this. We will be operating in the 2A category. This means we
will set up 2 HF stations operating from non-commercial power. In
addition, we will also have a VHF and a Get-On-The-Air (GOTA) station.
The purpose of the GOTA station is to introduce Amateur Radio to the
public and to encourage new or hams to operate. We are also trying to get a
volunteer to set up a satellite station and try to make contact. Field Day is a
great learning opportunity for our newer hams to see how a simple station
can be assembled, and its just a lot of fun. If you would like to help out
with any aspect of Field Day, please reach out to Zack, KC1VUY. He’s
good on QRZ.

In keeping with the Field Day theme, this month’s meeting will be all about
Field Day with mini presentations from several members on different
aspects of Field Day. While traditionally we don’t have meetings in July
and August this year we’ve decided to have informal workshops in place of
what would be our July & August ones. On July 16th Bruce, KIBG will
run a workshop on basic station design. And on August 20th John, K1JEB,
and I will be holding an antenna workshop where members will have an
opportunity to build one of these following antennas: a 2m ground plane, a
70 cm ground plane, a 2m J-pole, or a wire dipole antenna for your favorite
HF band. At this month’s meeting we will provide additional information
on each antenna along with a signup sheet for those interested in
participating.

I mentioned at last month’s meeting that I H
was arranging a trip to the Vintage Radio and A.’O

OUTLET

Communications museum in Windsor, CT
(https://www.vrcmct.org/). I contacted their 22 e aac7o
director and have arranged for members to Al et bl e Hua e A

1 .h dio.
tour it on Saturday August 8th. W hamrac o.com
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President’s Corner
Les NISV

There is also a swap meet held in their parking lot from 8:00 AM to 12:00
PM the same day. The museum is open from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. So,
we can see both. There is no charge for the museum on days when they
host a swap meet. I’d like to suggest we meet at the Pepperell Community
Center at 8:00 AM in order to be there around 10:00 AM. We can discuss
this more at the meeting as I’d like to get an idea of who might be
interested so I can give the museum an idea of the size of the group to
expect.

And by the time you read this John KK1X, and Bruce K1BG, will have
hosted the second NVARC POTA event of the season, this time at Pearl
Hill State Park in West Townsend. Unfortunately, I was out of town, but I
can’t wait to hear how everything went.

Internet Archive
John KK1X

_~ @{,a = ' I may well be dating myself, but I think most of us
avs e rcmember Sherman and Mr Peabody and the
Wayback Machine. I intended to write an article
¢ about the Internet Archive (https://archive.org/
a.k.a. the Wayback Machine), but the Archive is
so extensive that I’d just be listing all the stuff
that’s in the Archive, and that would make a very
boring article to read.

You deserve better than that. The Archive has major areas for Web, Texts,
Video, Audio, Software, and Images.

I will say that if you go to the Archive and search for nlnc.org, you’ll find
a treasure trove of mostly newsletters, and no, they don’t have those
issues that appear to be missing from our collection. Rats! There is a
whole subsection regarding Amateur Radio. While I think the Archive can
be termed “extensive”, I think it falls quite short of “exhaustive”. There is
a lot of stuff here.
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Treasurer’s Report
Ralph KDISM

Income for May was $30.00 in membership fees. Expenses were $0.90 in
PayPal fees and $200.00 for the annual club liability insurance
premium leaving a net expense of $170.90 for the month.

Current balances:
General fund $3,777.83
Community fund $7,243.25

As of 4 June we have 75 members who are current with their
dues. NVARC dues are still a bargain at just $15/year.

To pay membership dues via PayPal see the instructions in
https://nInc.org/membership/

If you are in doubt about your dues status please send me (Ralph) an
email and I will be happy to answer your questions.

If you are joining ARRL or renewing your membership please note ARRL's
instructions to enter your NVARC membership information. As a

Special Service Club, the ARRL expects a majority of Club members to
also be ARRL members and will send a portion of your new or renewal
ARRL membership fee back to the Club. Contact me (Ralph) for further
information if you need it.
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Yes, it looks like
yellow fog, but it’s
pine tree pollen in
the air. This is the
view across the pond
at Pearl Hill State
Park... And on my
laptop, I cleared the
pollen from the
bottom 1/3 of the

screen, which just g
-/ T
e

shows up in this
picture...
Photos John KK1X
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Board Meeting Report
John K1JEB

John KK 1X still needs additional articles for the Signal. Zack KCIVUY
may be writing a FD article.

Jim N8VIM successfully removed the copyright music from the YouTube
video from last meeting presentation.

Zack KC1VUY has added a social media press release for Field Day. He
also has done the Field Day coordination with the the Pepperell town
officials and the porta pottie vendor, notified the Fire and Police
departments and arranged for cutting the grass at the Orchard.

Bruce K1BG has searched the FCC database for recruiting new members
for the club.

The June meeting the main topic will be Field Day. Also, some members
will make some short presentations.

In July Bruce K1BG will be conducting a class on Station Design for
newly licensed Hams.

In August Les N1SV and John K1JEB will do a workshop in antenna
building.

A discussion was made concerning copyright restrictions.

John KK1X and Bruce K1BG will be coaching new Hams on Parks on the
Air (POTA) June 6th.



Pushing Past the Century Mark: A Kinsman-Cannon Traverse
Tim, KBIZVR

There 1s a specific kind of satisfaction that comes from combining a
demanding hike with the unpredictable world of SOTA. Recently, I set my
sights on a challenging peak bagging trip: the Kinsman summits but trail
conditions changed and my trip became a traverse to Cannon Mountain
too. My plan was to head up the Fishin’ Jimmy Trail on Friday to tag the
two Kinsmans and overnight at the peaceful Kinsman Pond. On Saturday, I
headed north on the Appalachian Trail to summit Cannon before
descending to the tram parking lot.

Because the original scope of the trip was just the Kinsmans, I made the
conscious decision to leave the vertical antenna at home to save weight.
However, as is often the case in the Whites, plans evolved. I called an
audible to include Cannon—it added only 0.1 miles compared to the
Lonesome Lake path, and frankly, there was no way I was going to climb
back down the Fishin’ Jimmy.

Packing light for SOTA.

Photos Tim KB1ZVR



Pushing Past the Century Mark: A Kinsman-Cannon Traverse
Tim, KBIZVR

The weather started off strong, but the sun proved to be an unexpected
adversary on the Kinsmans. They layout of the South Kinsman summit
forced me to set up in the sunlight, my radio took a beating and began
to overheat; the x6100 isn't exactly known for its thermal management.
I stuck exclusively to digital modes on 20M, as my calls on 2M FM
went unanswered. Despite the thermal struggles, the bands were kind,
and I managed to secure 7 QSOs running 5 watts into my EFHW
antenna before the radio put itself into protection mode. It was a solid
start, but the real test was yet to come. A quick pack up and hike down
to Kinsman Pond for dinner and a solid night's sleep hanging in my
hammock felt like a good way to wrap up the first day.

Saturday's trip north to Cannon Mountain brought a different set of
challenges. As the weather began to turn, I found myself battling a high
noise floor. I'm blaming the cell tower atop the old fire watch tower
that kept the S-meter hovering between 5 and 7 between FT8 transmit
cycles. Stringing an EFHW antenna through the brush near the summit
while trying to avoid snags on the branches was also a workout in itself
while trying to make sure it was also out of the way of other hikings at
the Cannon Summit. Despite the noise, I managed to pull in 4 hard-
fought digital contacts on 20M before the rain forced me to pack it in.

The descent provided one last bit of excitement. Navigating the angled
granite slabs, I took a couple of slips. Fortunately, my new backpack
took the brunt of the impact as I not only lost my footing but then slid
down the length of the slab. The pack came through without a scratch
—a testament to its durability. On this trip [ managed to shave my
pack weight down to 42 pounds, which made the technical scrambles
much more manageable; though I’m already eyeing my "shack in box"
radio and hammock setups for future weight reduction to make the
miles more enjoyable.



Pushing Past the Century Mark: A Kinsman-Cannon Traverse
Tim, KB1ZVR

This trip marked my 12th and 13th successful SOTA activations to
date. More importantly, they pushed me over the 100-point mark,
officially earning me the "Activator 100" badge. It wasn't the easiest
route, and the radio conditions were far from perfect, but standing on
those summits and seeing my logbook fill up made every struggle
worth it.

If you’re out on the trails, bring a radio along and keep an ear on the
bands. We SOTA Activators are a rare breed, but we would be stuck on
the summits all day if it weren't for the dedicated chasers and spotters
letting the world know where to find us in the RF.
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nuf said... Photos Tim KB1ZVR
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Don’t forget that Rod WA1TAC will collect QSL cards for
shipment to the Buro af no cost to you. It’s a benefit of being a
member of NVARC.

Sort your cards in country order and include a copy of your QST
mailing label or your ARRL membership info.

Rod will combine your cards with the thousands of other
outgoing Buro cards and ship them off to the League.
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Club Membership
Bruce K1BG

As you might have heard at our May meeting, I’ve been appointed
“membership chairman” for NVARC. I’ll be the person reminding you
about dues, keeping track of Amateur Radio licenses in the local area, and
trying to increase membership.

When I began working on the email list that I use to send notices
regarding club meetings (which 1s separate from the club “reflector”), I
identified 16 towns in and around the Groton / Pepperell communities
where our early club members lived.
https://nInc.org/Members/yearbook#page=31.

I specifically left out towns in proximity to other local clubs unless those
towns were directly adjacent to Groton or Pepperell.

Recently, I learned how to download the FCC database and manipulate
the license data on the site. Listing all the towns and all the data would
take up a lot of space, but here are some interesting statistics:

According to the FCC data, people living in the Zip codes of the 16 towns
have a total of 693 licensed (“active licenses’) hams, who break down as
follows:

Novice 7
Technician 291
General 185
Advanced 33
Extra 169
Clubs 9

Out of 73 paid club members for 2026, only 50 of them live in these
towns, which 1s a little over 7.2%. This means we have a lot of potential
members and a lot of people who we can help with their Amateur Radio
journey. It also means that 1/3 of our membership live outside these local
towns.


https://n1nc.org/Members/yearbook#page=31

Club Membership
Bruce K1BG

Of the local towns, Hollis NH has the most licenses with 79, followed by
Pepperell with 75. Interestingly, Dunstable MA has the fewest number of
licensees with 13.

I’ll be doing a deeper dive into all of these numbers and update you in a
future Signal article. If the data becomes too large, I’ll post on the club
website, www.nInc.org.

Working POTA
John KK1X

During the month of May I managed to get out a few times. The most
interesting activation was "hosting", as it were, the club's outing along the
Nissitissit River in Pepperell on May 2. Bruce K1BG and I set up stations
and explained what we were doing. Bruce has a report in a separate article.
I managed to make 244 contacts in the month over eleven activations, most
of them parks I've worked before. To be fair, I have worked almost all of
the POTA spots within 25 miles or so. It takes a bit of a drive to find a new
spot.

I managed to activate three new (to me) Wildlife Management Areas -
Moose Hill in Paxton, Raccoon Hill WMA 1n Barre, and the Ware River
WMA in Hardwick. (How many of you even know where these towns
are?) Additionally, in a failed attempt to activate a new park (Western
Gateway Heritage State Park in North Adams. It’s closed. Had that been
pointed out on the park's web site...), I scouted out Savoy Mountain State
Forest in Florida, a lovely detour on the drive back. For most of these
activations I was very lazy and simply used a 20m "hamstick" style
antenna on a triple mag mount on my car. I've also used an EFHW a few
times, and the last several times I've used a ground-mounted vertical whip
with eight 16.5 foot radials. I'll report later on an experiment that
eliminates the radials, settling for a choked coax as a counterpoise.



Working POTA
John KK1X

The pollen has been horrible! These are from the
J Harry Rich State Forest. Look at that cluster of
trees on the left, then the view through the pollen
on the right. Super glad that’s not one of my
allergens. Yes, I should learn not to rotate the

AT camera...
Photos John KK1X

[ am contemplating adding a For Sale/Swap column to the
newsletter or the web site. I am soliciting opinions from the
readership (partly to see if there IS a readership) to determine
whether this might be considered valuable and whether one outlet
would be better than the other.

Please let me know -
John
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On Saturday, June 6th, NVARC members and guests activated
Pearl Hill State Park in West Townsend MA for Parks on the Air.

Approximately a dozen of us participated.

With a large solar event happening just hours before, conditions
were less than optimal.

We had at least 4 stations operating, with K1AKP, KC1VSQ,
K1BG, and KK 1X having stations on the air. Equipment and
antennas were varied. We had Elecraft, ICOM, and Yaesu radios,
and a vertical, half wave dipole, end fed dipole, and random length
long wire for antennas. Contacts were made on SSB, CW, and

FTS.

Everyone learned a lot, and a good time was had by all! I hope
YOU can make it next time.

Mary makes a QSO

I THINK : U | Photos Bruce K1BG
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480 King Street
Littleton, MA. 01460
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Photos Bruce KBG

Everybody kibbitzing. The only thing missing is a camp fire and marshmallows!
This was one of three operating positions. John KK1X and Bruce K1BG were at
different tables, while Mary KC1VSQ and Kartik K1AKP operated at this table.
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Nashoba Valley Amateur Radio Club
PO Box 900
Pepperell MA 01463-0900
https://nilnc.org

President: Les Peters N1SV
Vice President: Don Campbell NINWE
Secretary: John Bielefeld K1JEB
Treasurer: Ralph Swick KD1SM

Board Members:
Jim Hein N8VIM (2024-2027)
Steve Davidson NA1T ( 2025-2028)
John Griswold KK1X (2024-2029)

NINC Trustee: Bruce Blain K1BG

Join NVARC! Annual dues are
$15 individual, $20 family

Contact us on the NIMNX repeater:
442.900(+) PL100
147.345(+) PL100

53.890(-) PL100

This newsletter is published monthly. Submissions,
corrections, and inquiries should be sent to

editor@nlnc.org
to reach the newsletter editor.

Editor: John Griswold KK1X
(C)2026 NVARC
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